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regard us as foreigners. They speak of our great
men with the same enthusiasm as we do. Edu-
cated in the same way, interested in the same ob-
jects, engaged in the same pursuits with ourselves,
they become more English than Hindus, just as
the Roman provincials became more Romans than
Gauls or Italians. What is it that makes us what
we are, except living and conversing with English
people, and imbibing English thoughts and habits
of mind ? They do so too : they daily converse
with the best and wisest Englishmen through the
medium of their works; and form, perhaps, a
higher idea of our nation than if their intercourse
with it were of a more personal kind. Admitted
behind the scenes, they become acquainted with
the principles which guide our proceedings; they
see how sincerely we study the benefit of India in
the measures of our administration; and from vio-
lent opponents, or sullen conformists* they are
converted into zealous and intelligent co-operators
with us. They learn to make a proper use of the
freedom of discussion which exists under our go-
vernment, by observing how we use it ourselves;
and they cease to think of violent remedies, be-
cause they are convinced that there is no indis-
position on our part to satisfy every real want of
the country. Dishonest and bad rulers alone de-